
the	dissident's	poem	
	
"there	are	some	things	they	let	you	understand	
when	they	are	going	to	kill	you	
you	do	not	share	them	
communication	is	loving	
you	don't	choose	to	share	death	
but	there's	a	temptation	‐	
to	rip	off	death	and	share	
the	stones	to	build	a	path	to	knowledge	
hiding,	so	they	think	you	don't	know	
this	is	an	unsafe	stanza	
to	help	you	live"	
	
	
by	john	bart	gerald,	dec.	27,	2013,	ottawa	
first	posted	nightslantern.ca,	feb.	25,	2014		
	
	
	

	


